
SHADOW ZOO
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1) For your zoo 
puppet you will 
need:
*Cardboard
*Scissors
*Pencil
*Masking tape
*Pipe cleaner
*Torch or light 
source
*BBQ skewers
*Shadow box (as 
seen in ‘Buildings 
and Homes’ video)

2) For your zoo 
cages you will need:
Natural materials 
(clean and dry)
that might make a 
good, cozy zoo cage 
for your animals.

5) Cut three 
pieces of 
masking tape 
and choose a 
BBQ skewer

6) Fold two of the pieces of masking tape, with the sticky side inwards. I call these rabbit’s ears!

7) Hold the rabbits ears on to the end of the skewer (with half of the ear above the stick and half on the stick). Stick it on the stick, with the last piece of tape.

3) Draw a zoo animal 

on the cardboard 

with the pencil.

4) Cut out your 

animal or if you 

are very little, 

just enjoy 

cutting out a 

random shape 

of card.



9) I have chopped 
the top of the 

croc’s head off and 

added a split pin 
through both parts 

so I can move it. I 

will add a stick to 
the top part as well.

10) Watch the Wild 
Boor TV programme 
‘Buldings and Homes’ and it will show 
you how to make a 
shadow screen from 
a cardboard box and some grease proof 
paper.

11) To make a zoo 
habitat for the shadow 
animals take a strip of 
stiff cardboard as long 
as the bottom of your 
shadow box and tape a 
line of natural materials 
along it.

12) Stand the strip of 

natural materials in 

front of your screen 

you think the zoo 
creature would like 

to live in. Then check 

how it looks by putting 

a light behind it and 

moving it around (in a 

darkened room).

13) Press your zoo puppet against the grease proof paper screen (in a darkend room) and put a light behind everything. The animal will look like he is in his cage!
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8)Spread out the 
rabbits ears on 
your puppet and 
tape them on. This 

will help the puppet 

move freely. Stick 

the stick quite 
centrally, not on the 

‘see through’ parts 

of the puppet!


